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Executive Board

The EARTO Executive Board meets twice a year and is composed of representatives from each Full European Member
country, elected through national elections among RTOs. – The Slovenian representative is Leon Cizelj, Director at JSI.



EARTO’s Key Strength: Working Groups’ Experts

EARTO WGs are giving the expertise to produce
well-rounded and knowledgeable position
papers:
• ~ 800 experts in our different WGs & TFs
• Between 20-30 papers published per year
• With other key stakeholders as well as International
or European institutions

EARTO Working Groups may be complemented by dedicated Task Forces on specific
topics:

1. EARTO TF on Quantum
2. EARTO-JRC Joint TF on Foresight
3. EARTO TF on EU Strategy on Start-ups & Scale-ups
4. WG Legal - Sub-group on Public Procurement



Slovenian RTOs’ experts in EARTO WGs and TFs

WG Financial Experts:
JSI
• Marja Mali
NIC
• Marusa Rajovec

WG Legal Experts:
NIC
• Jasmina Štiftar

WG S&D:
JSI
• Uroš Cvelbar

WG Healthcare:
JSI
• Nina Kostevšek
• Milica Perišić Nanut
• Robert Blatnik

WG Impact:
JSI
• Miha Mohorcic
• Robert Blatnik
NIC
• Barbara Tišler

WG EU RD&I Programmes:
JSI 
• Romana Jordan
NIC
• Barbara Tišler

Policy Working Groups Technology Working Groups

Task Forces
TF on Quantum:
JSI
• Andrej Seljak
• Anže Mraz

TF on Startups & 
Scaleups:
JSI
• Robert Blatnik



Latest EU RD&I Developments
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MFF Pillar II: Competitiveness, including the New Competitiveness 
Fund (ECF) & Horizon Europe – €589bn
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MFF/EU Budget - EC Proposal (MFF + ECF + HE 2.0 regulations)

New 
Financial 
Toolbox/

Single 
Rulebook

RD&I 
Grants/ 
Exempt 
State-
aids

Clean transition and 
industrial 

decarbonisation

Health and 
biotech, 

agriculture and 
bioeconomy

Digital 
Leadership

Resilience and 
security, defence 

industry and 
space

Total 
Budget

European 
Competitiveness 

Fund 
(excluding HE 2.0)

€67.4bn
incl. €41.2bn Innovation Fund

€22.6bn €54.8bn €131bn €275.8bn

Horizon 
Europe 

2.0 

Pillar II €25.3bn €19.7bn €16.9bn €6.4bn €75.9bn

Other 
Pillars

Pillar I (ERC/MSCA) + Pillar III (EIC) 
+ Pillar IV (RTIs with budget €10.9bn/Widening) €99.1bn

€451bn

Funding
Instruments

Policy 
Windows 
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Council’s Position on ECF, HE & HE SP Regulations

Council 
Presidency 

compromise 
text for HE

Council Presidency 
compromise text for 

the ECF proposal

Council Presidency 
compromise text for 

HE Specific 
Programme 

proposal
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ECF Council’s Position so far: EARTO Analysis

Area Council’s Position

Main amendments: 1. HE rules to apply applied RD&I activities to be financed under ECF within HE
2. RD&I activities will be within a dedicated part of the ECF Work Programmes
3. Only one comitology for both HE & ECF: ECF comitology with a new ECF General

Committee which will review draft WPs
4. Defence with its own ECF rules, including RD&I activities
5. Quality & impact of ECF proposal to be evaluated vs ECF objectives
6. Complementarity ECF & EIC added: via EUInvest, links ECF advisory Board & EIC Board
7. ECF Strategic Stakeholders Board: added sectoral balance to be linked to priority sectors
8. Corrected rules of the Competitiveness Seal
9. Added much text on the protection of classified information

Part bracketed: 
linked to MFF 
negotiations

1. Indicative budget per policy windows: to be set to allow stability while maintaining some 
flexibility to adapt PARTS of the budget according to new priorities

2. 100% of eligible costs

Not picked of 
importance for us

Technology infrastructures’ definition
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HE Council’s Position so far: EARTO Analysis
Area Council’s Position

Main amendments: 1. Added focus & specific objective on technological leadership & sovereignty for the FP with links to scaling up issue & further
foresight efforts/policy-advise role of the FP

2. RD&I semester: added pressure on EU global positioning
3. Synergies:

• Link with ECF inserted: for the uptake & deployment of R&I results
• Synergies between HE Pillars noted as an objective
• Links with national programmes

4. EIC: include ARPA-DARPA like elements to include dual-use projects
5. TIs:

• Added under Infrastructures definition: with a NEW strategic forum for technology infrastructures
• Added text to TIs definition
• Fixed 20% of the CAPEX (EARTO advocated for 50%)

6. Corrected rules for participation:
• Use of LS now only ‘where relevant’
• ‘Optionality’ of Personnal Unit Costs added: reinserted actual eligible cost reimbursement as a possibility
• Added target to reduce reporting requirements for beneficiaries
• Adapted text to definition open access (free of charge)
• Adapted text to definition Background (access with written agreement)
• Added definition on fair & reasonable conditions
• Added definition of R&I action: not asked but positive, integrates techno development
• Added research security as requirement
• Corrected functioning competitiveness seal: can be given to HE projects’ results
• Termination at will: corrected with added procedure
• Added article on evaluation
• Re-inserted that all calls need to be in WPs
• Financial capacity checks now only for coordinator and above 1Me
• MIM article corrected

7. Third countries: added review by PC of current participation
8. EU Partnerships:

• Request coherent portfolio of a limited number
• MoU or JUs are 2 options as set up
• In-kind contributions/ co-financing re-inserted
• One single set of rules
• One single standard governance

Not picked of importance 
for us

• CAPEX for TIs at 50%
• Article on Redress procedure
• Access to background
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HE Specific Programme Council’s Position so far: 
EARTO Analysis

Area Council’s Position

Main amendments: 1. Objective added on implemented applied RD&I actions under ECF policy windows
2. Precise the WP dedicated to RTIs
3. EU Partnerships:

• Added MS in the identification process
• Added engagement of all SHOs
• Added transparency demonstration
• Added EC reporting on evaluation & results
• Added data strategy per partnership + common indicators to be developed
• Added transition strategies (vs lifecycle approach of the EC)

4. TIs:
• 20% CAPEX added in article on TIs
• Clear objective: supporting the development of EU TIs policy
• Criteria for EU financing specified

Part bracketed: 
linked to MFF 
negotiations

• MS oversight: added brackets to have an article eon overall strategic priority setting process 
with MS

Not picked of 
importance for us

• CAPEX for TIs at 50%
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EP BUDG Committee Draft Interim Report on the MFF -
Update
EP BUDG Committee Draft Interim Report on the proposal for a Council regulation laying down the MFF for the years 2028 to 2034 (including
amendments and budget proposal)
Timeline:

• 29/01/2026: Deadline for tabling amendments
• Opinion to be sent by other EP committees (ITRE, ENVI, Security & Defence, etc.):

o REGI draft opinion voted on 25-26 February 2026, available here
o ITRE committee discussed opinion on 25-26 February 2026
o CONT committee to vote on draft opinion on 5 March 2026, available here

• 18/05/2026: Indicative plenary sitting date

ECF: +€24,02bn
HE: +€17,94bn

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/REGI-PA-781447_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2024_2029/plmrep/COMMITTEES/CONT/PA/2026/03-05/1334395EN.pdf
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EARTO Current Efforts Towards European Parliament -
Update • MEP Ehler at EARTO Annual Conference: Participation confirmed

• Latest & Upcoming meetings on ECF & FP10:

o Renew Group: MEP Verougstraete (BE) and MEP Friis (DK) on 27/01, MEP Ijabs (LV) on 25/02

o S&D: MEP Repasi (DE) on 5/02, MEP Ecke (DE) on 24/02 and MEP Galvez (ES) on 25/03

o S&D hearing on FP10 upcoming with Lina Galves & Dan Nica & Repasi

• Reaction/inputs to be provided to MFF Draft report, expected to be discussed in plenary on 18/06

EP Committee Portfolio Rapporteur(s) Shadow rapporteur(s)

BUDG 
Committee

MFF Draft Report
Siegfried Muresan (EPP, RO)

Carla Tavares (S&D, PT)

Fabienne Keller (Renew, FR)
Rasmus Nordqvist (Greens, DK)
João Oliveira (The Left, PT)

ITRE 
Committee

European Competitiveness Fund
Christian Ehler (EPP, DE)

Dan Nica (S&D, RO)

Marc Botenga (The Left, BE)
Rihards Kols (ECR, LV)
Benedetta Scuderi (Greens, IT)
Yvan Verougstraete (Renew, BE)

Horizon Europe Christian Ehler (EPP, DE)

Lina Gálvez (S&D, ES)
Ivars Ijabs (Renew, LV)
Ville Niinistö (Greens, FI)
Nikos Pappas (The Left, GR)
Anna Zalewska (ECR, PL)

HE Specific Programme René Repasi (S&D, DE)

Eszter Lakos (EPP, HU)
Katri Kulmuni (Renew, FI)
Ville Niinistö (Greens, FI)
Nikos Pappas (The Left, GR)
Anna Zalewska (ECR, PL)

https://oeil.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/en/procedure-file?reference=2025/0571R(APP)#section3
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Latest & Upcoming EP Meetings
European Parliament:
• ITRE Committee meeting on 25-26 February 2026, including public hearings on the ECF and HE. Full agenda of the meeting here, and more

information on the public hearings here and here

• Plenary meeting on 9-12 March 2026 to discuss, among other topics, barriers to the single market for defence, flagship European defence
projects of common interest and the Council guidelines for the 2027 budget. Full agenda here

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/ITRE-OJ-2026-02-25-1_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2024_2029/plmrep/COMMITTEES/ITRE/DV/2026/02-25/DraftProgramme_PH_EuropeanCompetitivnessFund_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2024_2029/plmrep/COMMITTEES/ITRE/DV/2026/02-25/DraftProgramme_PH_HorizonEurope2028-2034_EN.pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-5755-2026-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/sedcms/documents/PRIORITY_INFO/1712/SYN_POJ_March%20I_STR_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2024_2029/plmrep/COMMITTEES/ITRE/DV/2026/02-25/DraftProgramme_PH_EuropeanCompetitivnessFund_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2024_2029/plmrep/COMMITTEES/ITRE/DV/2026/02-25/DraftProgramme_PH_HorizonEurope2028-2034_EN.pdf
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Latest & Upcoming EP Meetings Council Meetings

European Council:
• Ad Hoc Working Party on the Multiannual Financial Framework (AHWP European Competitiveness Fund) meeting on 26

February to examine the revised Presidency text of the ECF proposal. Full agenda here

• Competitiveness Council meeting on 26-27 February 2026 to discuss, among other topics, the ECF and HE proposals, as well as the
2026 Annual Single Market and Competitiveness Report. Full agenda here. Two background documents were shared ahead of the
meeting:

o Presidency background note on “Regulation on establishing the European Competitiveness Fund: A strategic resilience tool for
SMEs and European value chains”, available here

o Presidency background note on “Horizon Europe Package Framework Programme for Research and Innovation 2028-2034”,
available here

• Council meeting on 19-20 March 2026 to discuss the next Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF), Competitiveness, and the Single
Market. Full agenda here

https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/CM-1638-2026-INIT/en/pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/CM-1568-2026-INIT/en/pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-6010-2026-INIT/en/pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-6133-2026-INIT/en/pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/CM-1-2026-INIT/en/pdf


THE EUROPEAN ASSOCIATION OF RESEARCH & TECHNOLOGY ORGANISATIONSTHE EUROPEAN ASSOCIATION OF RESEARCH & TECHNOLOGY ORGANISATIONS

Key Issues in Trialogue to Still Keep Track Of
1. Budgets for both FP10 & ECF:

• RD&I grants: 60% for applied RD&I in FP10 Pillar 2

• + grants for RD&I infrastructures

2. Governance between FP10 & new ECF
• Work Programming & attached Tech Foresight

• Member States: oversight + orchestration via a
possible EU RD&I semester + future demands on
co-funding

• SHOs’ involvement: in the ECF Board & in Platforms

• EC’s own administrative capacity: roles of DGs vs
agencies linked to MS pressure on costs’ reduction

3. Instruments & Rules for Participation:
• RD&I Partnerships
• Single rule book: specificities of non-profit as RTOs
• Dual-use implementation

EC Competitiveness 
Coordination Tool (CCT) 
expected, delayed since 

Nov, college seminar held 
on Competitiveness 

Package on 4/02 before 
Council retreat on 12/02. 
Main results of the retreat 

here.

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/european-council/2026/02/12/
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Upcoming EU Initiatives followed by EARTO
1. European Innovation Act, includes the new 28th regime - EU INC: EU-wide company status

 EARTO paper already published, and reaction to be prepared after the EC’s adoption on 18/03

2. European Research Area (ERA) Act: EC proposal to induce the following topics
• minimum requirements for the career development of researchers
• free movement of researchers and knowledge
• incentives for industry and public authorities to reach the long-standing target of investing 3% of GDP in R&D
• Council and the Parliament will then start negotiations, and the EC aims to have the act adopted by the end of its current

mandate in 2029
 EARTO paper already published, and answered the call for evidence on 22/01, and a reaction to be prepared after

the EC’s adoption in September 2026

3. EU Public Procurement revision
 EARTO response to EC consultation published on 26/01

4. Single Basic Act for the Joint Undertakings
 EARTO answer to be evaluated with WG RD&I when published

5. GBER revision
 EARTO answer to be evaluated with WG Legal by 23/04

6. Future of the European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT)
 EARTO answer to be evaluated with WG RD&I when published

7. Quantum Act: TF QT following
 EARTO answer to be evaluated with TF Quantum when published: TF already in discussion on topic industrialisation

with EC at the moment (Chips JU event on 22/01)
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EARTO Collaboration with Others SHOs
1. Discussion with OECD:

• Possible new joint project 2nd half 2026 on RTOs’ governance

• Invited to take part in new projects being launched:
• EARTO participation in last OECD workshop on Missions,

• EARTO members as potential testers to OECD Interactive Report on RIs’ Ecosystems

2. New MoU with EPO
• Signature soon

• New projects defined: TTOs’ Study 2026 collaboration, RTOs’ spinouts support, tailored training
(Unitary Patent/UPC, licensing, analytics), joint webinars & communication actions, etc.

3. Further discussion with our Industry Group:
• Last meeting held on 25/02: European Parliament work on ECF and HE proposals, etc.
• Specific discussion with ORGALIM: agreement to further collaborate to push HE Pillar 2 budget
• BusinessEurope: Last meeting held on 27/01
• Digital Europe: own WG RDI planned on 11/02, discussion planned afterwards



THE EUROPEAN ASSOCIATION OF RESEARCH & TECHNOLOGY ORGANISATIONSTHE EUROPEAN ASSOCIATION OF RESEARCH & TECHNOLOGY ORGANISATIONS

EARTO Annual Conference 2026  
EARTO Annual Conference 2026 at IMEC and VITO in Brussels, Belgium on 8-10 June 2026
 8 June 2026 

• VITO – G-STIC event 
 9 June 2026

• IMEC Cleanroom Visit: 10.00 – 12.00
 10 June 2026

• EARTO Annual Conference & 2026 Innovation Awards at Royal Museums of Fine 
Arts of Belgium: 9.00 – 15.30 

- REGISTRATION OPEN & HOTEL BOOKING ASAP -

https://fine-arts-museum.be/en/visit/at-the-museums/booking-of-meeting-rooms
https://www.earto-annual-conference.eu/registration/
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EARTO Group on LinkedIn 
“EU Framework Programmes – News & Views”

EARTO X account 
@EARTOBrussels

Stay Tuned!

EARTO Website
www.earto.eu

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4270510
http://www.earto.eu/
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